Name:__________________

Schindler’s List: Movie Guide and Questions

Historical Overview:

Once in power (January 1933) Hitler began to ignore the Treaty of Versailles.  He began to rebuild the German army and sought to expand Germany’s borders.  By 1938 Hitler had fully rebuilt the German army and began to expand the Third Reich (Germany under Nazi control) by marching the German army into Austria and placing it under Nazi control.  Hitler’s aggression continued.  Next Hitler demanded that part of Czechoslovakia, called the Sudentenland, be surrendered to Nazi Germany.  Nations around the world began to worry, and realized that action had to be taken.  As a result, nations such as Great Britain and France adopted the policy of appeasement (giving in to the demands of the aggressor).  Under the policy of appeasement Hitler was given the Sudetenland in exchange for his promise not to invade any other territory in Europe.  Although Hitler gave his word, he proved that he could not be trusted.  On September 1st, 1939 Hitler broke his promise, marching the German army into Poland.  Within a few days World War Two had begun.  By this time Nazi hatred toward the Jews manifested itself in the form of anti-Semitic propaganda, anti-Semitic laws, Jewish ghettos and concentration camps.  All of this Nazi hatred toward the Jews focused around one goal: the elimination of all European Jews.      

Vocabulary:

● Holocaust: Mass-murder of Jews by Nazis

●Anti-Semitism: Prejudice against Jews

●Death Camp: Camps built in Nazi controlled territory for the purpose of killing Jews

●Ghetto: Jewish quarter; Slum area occupied by minority groups

Schindler’s List Study Guide:

(1) Who was Oscar Schindler?

(2) Describe the conditions of the Jewish Ghetto.

(3) Why didn’t the Jews resist when they were placed into the Ghetto? Into the Concentration Camp?

(4) Why did Schindler hire Jewish workers?  Explain his reasons.

a. Did his reason change as the movie progressed? Explain his motives.

(5) When do you think Schindler made the decision to rescue as many Jews as he could?

(6) Describe Schindler’s relationship with Nazi officials.  

(7) What is the significance of the “Girl in Red?”

Critical Thinking:  (Answer Both)

●Write one paragraph: 

 (1) The Role of the Individual.  Pick one character and discuss their role in the movie and their overall significance toward the Holocaust.

 (2) Loss of Innocence.  Describe how countless Jews lost their innocence as a result of the Holocaust using at least two characters/situations from the movie as examples.  

